Minutes of Haverhill Selectboard Regular Meeting
Monday June 26, 2017
6:00 PM

Draft subject to review, correction and approval at the next meeting.

Board Members Present: Wayne Fortier, Tom Friel, Mike Bonanno, Fred Garofalo.

Excused: Chris Luurtsema

Town Manager:  Jo Lacaillade, Excused

Administrative Assistant/Finance Officer:  Jennifer Collins

Members of the Public Present: Tim Northcott, Raymond Thayer, Ed Ballam, Rod O’Shana

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda Approval: Mike Bonnanno made a motion to approve the meeting’s agenda. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda: 
· Approve Minutes of previous meeting: June 12, 2017: Mike Bonanno made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and the motion was carried unanimously.

Scheduled Public Appearances: 

· Peter Kimball – Appointment to Airport Commission: 
Peter Kimball, a resident Haverhill and editor of the Bridge Weekly, wishes to be appointed to the Airport Commission. Mike Bonanno made a motion to appoint Peter Kimball to the Haverhill Airport Commission. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.   Mr. Kimball was sworn into the Airport Commission by Chairman Fortier.

· Adoption of Non-Public Minutes Form: Mike Bonanno made a motion to accept the adoption of non-public minutes’ form. Tom Friel seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

· Property Abatements – Tim Norcross: 
· River Meadow Campground LLC Map 205 Lot 14 - In 2014 and 2015, the assessed value of this property $1,435,408.00. The evaluations for 2014, 2015 had been challenged also. The 2016 assessed value is $1,236,683 and Tim recommended the abatement request be denied. Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the abatement request for River Meadow Campground LLC Map 205 Lot 14-0. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· River Meadow Campground LLC Map 206 Lot 128 - Tim Norcross recommended making no changes to the assessed value of $217,100. The 2014 and 2015 assessed value of the property was $233,400. Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the abatement request for River Meadow Campground LLC Map 206 Lot 128-0. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· Delores B. Howard Map 414 Lot 54-2 - The property contains 1.02 acres and Tim Norcross recommends that no changes be made to the assessed value. Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the any abatement request and Tom Friel seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. 
· Delores B. Howard Map 414 Lot 54-1 – The property is 1.03 acre with an opinioned value of $12,000. The equalized assessed value of the property in April 2016 was $17,143 ($16,800 at 98% of our assessed value). After further review of the subject, it was recommended to reduce the 2016 assessed value to $13,200 and to grant the abatement request. Mike Bonanno made a motion to grant the request to reduce the assessed value to $13,200 for Map 414 Lot 54-1. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· Delores B Howard Map 206 Lot 142 - The 1.39 acre lot located Brushwood Road has an assessed value of $24,600 and it is recommended to deny the abatement request. Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the abatement request for Map 206 Lot 142-0. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
· Roland and Angela Clifford Map 206 Lot 62 - The property on Dartmouth College Highway has an equalized assessed value of $102,300 as of April 2016. Physical deficiencies were highlighted and were taken into consideration for 2016 assessed value.  Given the reduction made in 2016 for those deficiencies, the assessor did not recommend any further abatement be given and recommends denying the abatement request. Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the request for the lot at Map 206 Lot 62-0. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
· Cynthia Goslant Map 102 Lot 9 – The property is located on Maple Street. The equalized assessed value is $105,800 and the assessor recommended granting the abatement request and lowering the assessed value to $88,400.  Mike Bonanno made a motion to grant the reduction and Tom Friel seconded it. The motion was carried unanimously. 

· Non-Public Session RSA 91-A:3 II (c) Hardship Abatements:
Mike Bonanno Made a motion to suspend the regularly scheduled meeting and go into non-public session concerning Lot 102-9-0 and Lot 414-51-0. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously at 6:37 P.M. 
Mike Bonanno made a motion to come out of non-public session and enter back into the regularly scheduled meeting at 6:48 PM. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Mike Bonanno made a motion to deny the abatement request concerning Lot 414-51. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Fred Garofalo made a motion to seal the non-public session minutes and the Board agreed unanimously. 

· O’Shana Current Use Penalty – Tim Norcross: Rod O’Shana stated that the Town should have sent the assessor to the property in 2014 for the lot to be assessed in its “original state” rather than after it had been greatly improved. O’Shana believes these improvements should be part of his current assessed value, but should not have been part of the assessed value used to determine the land use change tax.  O’Shana feels the land use change tax should not reflect the value of the land after his improvements, but rather the value of the land prior to those improvements.  Tim Northcott informed the Board that there is case law which supports including the improvements in the determination of market value at the time of the change.  He said the land is valued at its highest and best use at the time of the change.  The Board will research the issue further and place O’Shana on the agenda of a future meeting. 

Town Manager’s Report:  None at this time.
Pending (Old) Business: 

· Drug and Alcohol Policy: Mike Bonanno made a motion to amend the policy the Board voted on in April 2017 and have it apply only to the Police Department and the Highway Department employees.  With this amendment, the policy will need to be heavily revised and the Board agreed to vote on the policy once it’s been revised to reflect the change.  Mike withdrew his motion.


New Business: 
· Allow OHRV on sections of Horse Meadow Road and Clough Road on August 10th for Senior Center anniversary celebration: Mike Bonanno made a motion to allow OHRV on sections of Horse Meadow Road and Clough Road on August 10th with the stipulation that a Police Officer be on duty for safety concerns. Tom Friel seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

· Utility Abatements: The Town has received three utility abatements from Fairpoint, Eversource and NHEC. The Town’s utility assessor recommends denying these requests. Tom Friel made a motion to abide by the assessor’s recommendation and to deny all three utility abatements. Fred Garofalo seconded this motion and it carried unanimously. 

· Recommittal Tax Warrants: Melinda Boutin is the Town’s new tax collector. Mike Bonanno made a motion to authorize recommittal tax warrants. This motion was seconded by Fred Garofalo and carried unanimously. 

Commission/Committee Reports: The Airport Commission met and recommended Peter Kimball be voted into the committee. As of July 1st, 2017, the house located on the airport property will be occupied. Airport Awareness Day will be on September 16th, 2017 with a rain date of September 17th. The Commission is attempting to organize a Glider raffle and are currently reaching out to local Gliders to do so. 
The Woodsville Beautification Committee has begun making physical improvements to Central Street in Woodsville and believe they could utilize the timbers from the Mill Street Bridge Project for a Town history replication project. The Board agreed this would be acceptable if the committee had specific plans for the timbers and they would be utilized in a manner that would be safe to the Public. Mike Bonanno made a motion to retain the timbers from Mill Street Bridge and to notify DOT. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously. 
Correspondence: The Board received a letter from Forest and Cheryl Towne referencing the unregistered vehicles on their property. DOT has agreed to only use the portion of Clark Pond Road that provides them access to their pit. The Board received a notice concerning River Meadow Campground’s abatement appeal as well as the Legislative Bulletin. 

Comments of the Public: Fred Garofalo visited both North Haverhill and Woodsville Fire Departments and was commended for the time spent at both facilities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Comments of the Town Manager: None 

Comments of Selectboard Members: Tom suggested reviewing criteria and guidelines for job postings as well as offering resigning employees an opportunity for an exit review. 
Fred wanted to confirm that the Town’s new tax collector will be trained properly in order to efficiently collect unpaid taxes. Fred brought up recycling and suggests exploring ideas in preparation that the subject arises at Town Meeting. The Board agreed to put Recycling on the Agenda at a future meeting. 

Adjourn Meeting: Mike Bonanno made a motion to adjourn the Selctboard Meeting at 8:08 PM. Fred Garofalo seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

Minutes produced by Katie J. Moyse
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