MINUTES OF HAVERHILL PLANNING BOARD MEETING

Tuesday March 26, 2019
Draft Subject to Review, Correction and Approval at Following Meeting

Members Present: Gary Hebert, Tom Friel and Robert Roudebush.
Planning Board Clerk: Austin Albro
Excused Members: Don Hammond
Members of the Public: John Nelepovitz, Joe Longacre, Jacob Burgess, Chris Luurtsema
Planning Board Elections: Robert Roudebush asked Gary Hebert if he would be interested in becoming Interim Chairman of the Planning Board and Gary stated he would do it. Tom Friel stated due to rules and regulations, Gary’s chairman status would be effective for this meeting only. The Board agreed unanimously that Gary would be Chairman for this meeting. 
Gary Hebert nominated John Nelepovitz and Joe Longacre to act as voting members for this meeting, as they are currently “alternates” for the Planning Board. John and Joe agreed to this. 

Howard Hatch stated that Don Hammond’s health has drastically improved and he is asking that the Planning Board hold a spot for his position. 

It was determined that Tara Krauss’ term has expired. Gary Hebert suggested having the Clerk send her a letter. 
Agenda Approval: Robert Raudebush made a motion to approve the agenda. John seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda: Robert Roudebush made a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes. John Nelepovitz seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Because the Planning Board did not have a quorum at the last meeting, the Board must vote on the January minutes as well. Robert Roudebush made a motion to approve the January 22nd meeting minutes. Joe Longacre seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Correspondence/Communications: An information letter was received by the Historical Preservation for the State of New Hampshire. There is a Spring Planning & Zoning Conference put on by the State coming up and Austin can sign up interested Planning Board members. Austin will ask if the Town will pay for individuals to attend. 
Pending (Old) Business: 

· Master Plan Update - Active Roster: Austin stated he has heard there are currently three active members including John Nelepovitz. Nelepovitz stated that the Master Plan Committee has slowly dissolved, and he has not heard from the other two members since November 2018. John stated the Committee met for over a year without direction or feedback. Chris stated over 400 surveys were distributed throughout the Town to assist in identifying any change in representation or will of the Town. 70 surveys were received back, and 98% of them were from folks over the age of 65. Chris Luurtsema suggested dividing the Master Plan into sections and working on it collectively during Planning Board meetings. The Planning Board has asked that Austin provide the current Master Plan with all members. 
· Gravel Pit Update: Austin shared that in 2009 gravel pits were issued, but later expired in 2015. No action was done in 2016 or 2017. In May 2018, the Department of Revenue Administration came to Haverhill and discovered that the permits had expired while looking at the gravel pit files. Austin provided the Board with a list of outstanding items that still need to be addressed. Letters have been prepared for each gravel pit owner containing their specific outstanding items. The Planning Board needs to determine the Reclamation Bond amount for each gravel pit. The Whitcher gravel pit has hired Horizons Engineering, as they need to update their alteration of terrain permit and amend their application at the state level. Austin will find out if gravel pit owners are responsible for any costs that may occur due to engineering requirements. The Planning Board discussed using April 23rd as a deadline and giving gravel pit owners the opportunity to attend the next meeting on 4/23/19 if it cannot be met. The Planning Board also discussed Cease and Desist letters as a repercussion to those who do not attend the next meeting if they need a deadline extension. 
Public Appearances: 
· Jacob Burgess – Pioneer Land Surveying Preliminary Review: Burgess presented the Planning Board with a proposal for a minor sub-division on County Road for Mr. Jeff Maerder. It would be located just after the intersection of Airport Road and County Road. Maerder has a house and a garage on the same lot but would like to sub-divide the two. The Planning Board will receive the application at their next meeting. Chris Luurtsema expressed concern with the odd shape the lots may be after being sub-divided and Burgess explained that they may look more appealing on the final drawing.
· Greg Mathieson – Benedict’s Way: John Nelepovitz has recused himself from this discussion. Greg summarized some of the background regarding Benedict’s Way and the process that has been underway for the Town to take over the road. Greg stated that there are several cracks on Benedict’s Way that should be sealed before the Town takes it over. Tom Friel stated this should not be a Town issue, as the Town does not have ownership of the road and it should be a civil issue with residents that reside on the road. Greg Mathieson is asking the Planning Board to change their requirement of a 60 feet compromise to what he believes was previously approved, 50 feet and 44.61 feet. Chris Luurtsema stated the Planning Board needs to get a properly documented letter from the Town, stating the Town specs and what needs to be modified for acceptance. Austin Albro stated a very similar letter was already sent but it was missing some specifics. Chris stated that the next issue that should be addressed is the issue regarding the 60’ compromise, as one side of the road will only have 44.61’ available. Chairman Hebert says that the Planning Board will send the letter to Jeff Elliott, clearly identifying what needs to be done to the road to meet specs. Gary would also like to set a timeline. The Planning Board will discuss the size of the culvert at the hammerhead and where it will go with the Road Agent. 
New Business:
· New Building Application on a Private Road: The property owners are aware their initial building permit application may be denied by the Planning Board and plan to file a special exception from the Zoning Board if so. Road Agent MacDanolds has already granted the drive way application. Gary Hebert stated he’d like the property owners to address the wetlands issue with D.E.S. first before the Planning Board approves. Gary Hebert made a motion to approve the building permit. Robert Roudebush seconded the motion and the motion was denied unanimously. It was stated that if the property owners wish to move the site out of the wetlands, a new application needs to be submitted. 
Comments of the Clerk: None at this time. 
Comments of the Planning Board Members: Robert Roudebush stated he was pleased with this meeting, as it was productive. 
Comments of the Public: Chris Luurtsema clarified that the current makeup of the Planning Board is Gary Hebert, Robert Roudebush and a Selectboard Representative (not yet determined). Chris suggests that the Planning Board delegate alternates to create a full roster and propose it to the Selectboard. Joe Longacre stated he would be interested in becoming a full member. Robert Roudebush made a motion to appoint Joe Longacre to a full-time member. Gary Hebert seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Abstaining from voting was Joe Longacre. Tom Friel will communicate this recommendation to the Selectboard. 
Meeting Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 P.M. 
Minutes transcribed by Katie J. Williams.
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