[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Conservation Commission Meeting
Wednesday July 10th, 2019 6:00 P.M. 
Draft subject to review, correction and approval at the next meeting.

Committee Members Present: Linda Smith, Marie Bjelobrk, Bart Mann and Sandy Mann.

Members of the Public Present: Kiera Reagan

Call Meeting to Order: Bart Mann called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M.

Consent Agenda: Sandy stated that Linda Smith was excused from attendance at the previous meeting and it was not mentioned during the meeting, so it doesn’t reflect in the minutes. Bart stated that based on his comment regarding the Connecticut River Conservation Commission at the previous meeting, he will ask about getting a representative from Haverhill on the Commission at the next meeting. Marie made a motion to accept the minutes. Linda seconded the minutes and it carried unanimously. 

Connections Map: 
· Heritage Commission – Marie: Marie stated she hasn’t been to a meeting since the last Conservation Commission meeting, but the next scheduled Heritage meeting is next week, and she will attend. Sandy suggested that Marie request the Heritage Commission to include the Conservation Commission members in activities/events, like the Hazen Park celebration that was recently held. Sandy mentioned a Citizen Science Stone Wall Mapping project, where the State is asking for help in mapping stone walls. Sandy thought this may be a project the Heritage Commission would be interested in.

· Schools – Linda: Sandy asked if Linda could contact the school counselor to obtain information on scholarships and potential work-study opportunities with the Conservation Commission. The target age groups would be high-school and college. Kiera stated there is an Environmental Club currently at the High School. 

· Beautification Committee – Sandy: Sandy will write an editorial thanking the Woodsville and North Haverhill Beautification Committees for obtaining the floral arrangements hung up in both Woodsville and North Haverhill. With the groups consent, Sandy will write this on behalf of the Conservation Commission. 

· Town Manager – Sandy: Sandy spoke with TM Codling and told her that the Commission would greatly appreciate being present in the beginning of processes, not at the end and moving forward, the group may not “sign-off” on anything if not included throughout the entire process. TM Codling is currently working on making the permit application process more efficient. 

· Nature: Sandy emphasized the importance of connecting with Nature and would like members to share how they’ve connected with Nature moving forward. 

· Planning Board – Sandy: Sandy stated that the Planning Board looks at the same mapping that the Conservation Commission is looking at. Sandy sent the Planning Board letters requesting they include the C.C. but Sandy has not heard anything from them yet. Sandy and Bart will attend the next Planning Board meeting. 

· Public Outreach: Sandy would like to get more members and would like to do both a radio and newspaper ad to seek new members. 

Mapping/Granite – Bart: Granite is a tool developed by UNH with GIS features. Granite’s database can indicate Public waters, recreation, trails, NH wildlife, landmarks, geology, soil series, farmland, forest land, transportation networks, utilities, pipelines and many others. 

Logo: Kiera Regan has volunteered to create a logo for the Conservation Commission and Sandy would like t-shirts made. 

Goals:
· Review Requirements and Mission Statement: Chapter 36a is the New Hampshire Conservation Commission Directive. The first requirement is to conduct researches into local land and water resources. The next is to coordinate activities of unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes. Other requirements include indexing all open space, natural, aesthetic and ecological areas. Indexing all marshlands, wetlands and swamps. Recommend program for protection, better utilization and development of our natural resources. 

· Master Plan: Sandy read the General Statement of Objections and Visions and shared that the Conservation Commission should be involved in the re-writing of this. Information pertaining to farm land, forest land and wetland are not updated in the current Master Plan and Bart stated he will contact the Tax Collector to see if she can help with this information.

Potential Projects: Sandy would like to know if other commissions/committees are covering topics like drinking water, water sheds, rivers, streams, ponds, vernal pools and/or wetlands.
Sandy stated there are currently funds for scholarships, but there is currently no money to support other groups or for the group’s own expenditures. Other potential project ideas Sandy brought up included forests, wildlife, economics, waste/clean-up/recycling, plants, soils, conservation, public outreach, citizen science, climate change and air pollution. Town forests, trails, islands, and corridors can be covered under wildlife. Sandy asked members to write down three areas of interest that they’d like to pursue as a Commission and what they believe are the most important issues for the Town of Haverhill. Each group member shared their individual interests, passions and concerns to each other. Waste management was mentioned several times. 
Sandy Mann thanked the Airport Commission for allowing the Conservation Commission to stay a few minutes late in the meeting room. 

Meeting Adjourn: Bart Mann made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 P.M. Marie Bjelobrk seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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