HAVERHILL HERITAGE COMMISSION

Minutes – Thursday, June 26, 2019

James R. Morrill Municipal Building
Draft Subject to Review, Correction and Approval at Following Meeting


Members Present: Jim Hobbs, Evelyn Elms and Steve Wheeler.
Speakers: None present.
Members of the Public Present: Everett Sawyer, Wayne Fortier, Becky Hastings-M., Howard Hatch and Mike Lavoie.
Call Meeting to Order: Evelyn Elms called the meeting to order at 7:17 P.M. 
Consent Agenda: Steve made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 30th meeting. Jim seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Steve made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 7th field trip. Jim seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report: There is a current balance of $3,283.51 in the check book. Steve made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Jim seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Hazen Park Update: Everett, Matt, Wayne and Evelyn went to Hazen Park, River Meadow Campground and then to Railroad Park to look at the granite blocks and caboose. The campground is mowing Hazen Park and it looks good. 
Railroad Park: Steve asked if anyone had looked into a truck system for the caboose. Jim stated that the doctor in Ryegate was willing to attach a truck system to the caboose and move it wherever the Commission wanted for $5,000. Evelyn suggested painting the caboose and that Wayne has paint to do so. Steve asked if the caboose could be pressure washed rather than scraped and the group agreed that it could most likely withstand pressure washing.
The Commission is waiting to hear back from Chief Bogie regarding the granite blocks and Railroad Park and how much the project would cost. Evelyn will email Commission members once she receives the estimate. Jim would like to work with the Recreation Commission on creating a path down the bank 
Old (Pending) Business: Everett discussed the Number 11 Schoolhouse, located at the end of Tewksbury Road. He went to the location and he could not find the rock where the plaque was. Everett discussed potential locations where the missing plaque could be. Howard stated the plaque is most likely smaller than a 2’ square. 
New Business: Evelyn attended the last Haverhill Historical Society and stated they had a very good meeting. It was suggested at the meeting that the Historical Society work together on a few projects with the Heritage Commission. Jim added that the Heritage Commission should work together more with the Recreation Commission too. 

Evelyn received an email indicating that a gentleman has some old glass slides he’d like to show her. Erving Wheeler contacted Evelyn stating he has a lot of photos from when the Burton Bridge was built.

Jim asked if a check was written for survey costs of Powderhouse Hill. Evelyn stated that she has given this information to Matt, in effort to recoup some of the money but hasn’t heard anything from him yet. Jim added that he doesn’t see where a motion was made to pay it after reviewing previous meeting minutes. 

Jim reminded the group that we do not own the road to Hazen Park and it’s a right-of-way.
Jim asked if anyone was present for the March or April 2015 meeting, as he couldn’t find the minutes. 

Jim stated that he doesn’t believe the Heritage Commission was right in denying membership to someone based on the belief that they had bias on specific issues. Jim continued to say that people have the right to be biased, if they can recuse themselves from the issue when necessary.
Comments of the Public: Becky, a member of the Public audience, stated she has interest in genealogy. Becky stated that the Commission could contact families with history on Briar Hill for more information about the school house mentioned previously. 
Comments of Heritage Commission Members: None at this time.
Meeting Adjourn: Jim made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 P.M. Steve seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. The next meeting is scheduled for July 25th. 
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