HAVERHILL HERITAGE COMMISSION

Minutes – Thursday, May 30, 2019
James R. Morrill Municipal Building
Draft Subject to Review, Correction and Approval at Following Meeting


Members Present: Matt Bjelobrk, Evelyn Elms and Jim Hobbs.
Speakers: None present.
Members of the Public Present: Marie Bjelobrk, Wayne Fortier, Steve Wheeler, Everett Sawyer, Howard Hatch, Dawn Lavoie and Mike Lavoie.

Call Meeting to Order: At 7:00 P.M Matt Bjelobrk called the meeting to order. 

Consent Agenda: Evelyn explained that minutes from the January 31st meeting need to be approved. Jim Hobbs made a motion to approve the January 31st meeting minutes. Matt seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report: There is a current account balance of $3,283.51. 

Hazen Park Update: Evelyn spoke with Alvin Fadden at the campground and they will mow like they did last year, with no charge. Evelyn would like the Commission to consider shoring up the piece of granite at Hazen Park, as it has a crack. 
Railroad Park: Matt shared an email from the Town Manager, requesting the Heritage Commission to gain consensus as to what should be done with the granite blocks. TM Codling wrote that the three uses that are currently on the table are: 25 blocks to be gifted to Woodsville High school, 25 blocks to be used at Railroad Park and 100 to be valued and sold. The Town would not be responsible for movement costs for either the High School or sold blocks. Matt Bjelobrk stated that in his opinion, if the granite blocks are sold, profits should go to the Heritage Commission and not the Town. It was stated there are 128 blocks total. Evelyn suggests contacting Chief Bogie before promising blocks to specific entities. Jim Hobbs suggests working in collaboration with the Recreation Committee, as the blocks are at Railroad Park. Wayne Fortier explained that he had discussed expanding the entrance way, cutting back the hill and that Chief could “probably do something” about moving the granite blocks. Heritage Commission members will meet Friday 6/7/19 at 10:00am to review the area. Commission members agree that the priority on blocks should go to the Woodsville High School. Howard Hatch stated that Woodsville High School has not formally requested the blocks and only an individual on behalf of the school has done so. Evelyn stated the caboose needs to be painted on the South side. Wayne Fortier has the paint. 

Old (Pending) Business: None at this time.
New Business: None at this time.
Prospective Heritage Commission Members: Evelyn received an email from TM Codling stating that Marie Bjelobrk, Steve Wheeler and Wayne Fortier are interested in becoming members of the Commission. Wayne has served on the Commission for nine years previously. Steve Wheeler has previously served on the Planning Board. Mike Lavoie expressed concerns with Wayne Fortier joining the Heritage Commission and strongly encourages the Heritage Commission not to consider his membership. Evelyn stated she’d like for people to leave the past in the past and to move forward. Dawn and Mike stated they have information and documentation to share at the Selectboard meeting if Fortier’s recommendation is pushed through to them and it would be an embarrassment to the Town and Commission, as Selectboard minutes are posted in the newspaper. Mike Lavoie stated they were threatened with litigation and he can guarantee there is going to be litigation. Dawn added that Fortier has a history of making mis-statements that cost a lot of time, money, aggravation and mental stress on a lot of people. 
Marie Bjelobrk shared that she currently serves on the Conservation Commission. Evelyn, Jim and Matt unanimously agreed to recommend Marie Bjelobrk and Steve Wheeler to the Selectboard for becoming members of the Heritage Commission. Evelyn Elms and Matt Bjelobrk recommended Wayne Fortier to become a member and Jim Hobbs did not support this. All three prospective members will be asked the same set of questions at the next Selectboard meeting before the Selectboard votes on their memberships. 
Comments of the Public: Howard Hatch asked if anyone had any information or pictures on School House No. 11, he’d like to see it. Dawn Lavoie explained to Matt Bjelobrk that Mike Lavoie had previously expressed interest in joining the Heritage Commission but that Wayne (who was on the Commission at the time) would not recommend his membership due to Mike having an alleged conflict of interest. Matt stated that it’s difficult to turn away a volunteer when there are only currently three members serving on the Commission and he values transparency. 

Comments of Heritage Commission Members: Jim would like to review all minutes as he believes some have been altered after the transcriptionist submits them. Evelyn stated that minutes are voted on and amendments can be requested at that time. 
Meeting Adjourn: Matt Bjelobrk made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 P.M. Jim Hobbs seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
Minutes produced by Katie J. Williams.
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