


Haverhill Zoning Board of Adjustment
Minutes Sept 25, 2017
The meeting was called to order by Clerk Ed Ballam at 6:30 PM for the purposes of electing a new chairperson. 
Attendance was taken and it was noted that Wayne Fortier, Dick Guy and James Graham were in attendance. Bill Daley had a conflict and did not attend the meeting. 
Wayne F. made a motion to elect Dick Guy as the chairman of the ZBA for 2017, it was seconded by James Graham. There were no other nominations, so Clerk Ed B. cast one ballot for Dick G. to serve as chairman for one year. 
Dick G. asked for nominations for a vice chairperson. Wayne F. nominated James G. and was seconded by Dick G. The vote for James G. as vice chairman was two to one abstention, James G. 
Dick G. said the board has an application to consider and he asked Ed B. if the application was complete. Ed B. said it appears to be complete with the application complete, the fees paid, abutters notified, advertisements placed and notices posted. 
Dick G. opened the public hearing at 6:32 for special exemption from the aquifer protection ordinance submitted by Osterman Propane for property at 240 Brushwood Road, North Haverhill, NH, tax map as Map 414, Lot 146.1.
Bob Coluccio of Webb Engineering of Derry, NH, identified himself as the representative of the applicant, Osterman Propane. He said the request for special exemption from the aquifer protection ordinance pertains to the installation underground storage tanks for Number 2 fuel oil and diesel. He said the applicant is expanding the business to include those products and need to have the supply nearby. 
Bob C. showed on a site map were the tanks would be installed on the 13.76 acre lot in a grassy area behind the existing building. The new tanks will meet all state requirements being double walled and have monitors, the pipes will be double walled and sumps will have monitors as well. The system will have inventory control and leak detection systems in place. 
Bob C. said the state will have very hands on a direct oversight of the installation of the tanks. He said once the applicant has completed the application process at the town level, the next step is to complete the state application process. 
He said the loading rack area will, were transfer of fluid takes place, will have a containment area which will be covered by a canopy to make sure there is no storm water mixing. He said it will be “state-of-the-art” facility. 
Dick G. asked about the containment area. Bob C. said it would be like a bowl and there would be no underground storage of contaminated product. Dick G. asked about the tanks and was told they would be double-walled fiberglass plastic with the lowest grade about 15 feet below the surface which will be concrete. 
Bob C. said there’s a brine fluid in between the walls of the tank which determines if there’s a leak on the inner part of the tank, or the outer part of the tank as the brine will leak through whatever wall that’s damaged. That’s continuously monitored in the building by an electronic device. 
Dick G. asked how the public would know the system will be maintained and not leaking. Bob C. said the state requires A, B, and C certified operators. He said the operators have to maintain their certifications, which are subject to revocation, to operate. Bob C. said the state send out inspectors annually. He said New Hampshire is a tough state for monitoring underground tanks. 
Wayne F. asked how frequently the state checks the tanks and Bob C. said annually. 
Dick G. asked about paving as it is mentioned in the site plan. He pointed out on the plan a portion that said asphalt would be used on some parts of the property. Bob C. acknowledge the plan called for asphalt, but said it was an error on the plan. Dick G. confirmed that he portion of the land that said was asphalt was, instead gravel. Bob C. said there was no asphalt to be used on the site. He said it could be a condition of approval that there be no asphalt used. Dick G. said he thought that would probably be a good idea.  Bob. C. said he could also submit a corrected site plan, to which Dick G. said would be a good idea.
Bob C. said the goal was to keep as much pervious surfaces in their original state when all was completed. 
Resident and abutter Melissa Walker asked what the life span of the tanks are. 
Bob C. said he was being serious when he said they don’t know the life span because none have failed as a result of normal usage.  He said once they are installed in the ground, they are very safe. He said the tanks are shipped with brine in them and during the installation, there’s a procedure and a check list to make sure the brine stays in place. He said once the tanks are in the ground, the manufacturer gives a 30-year warranty. He said there have been fiberglass tanks put in the ground in the ‘70s and ‘80s without leaks. 
James G. asked about the 2,800 tank for spill protection. Bob C. said it’s a federal requirement for any above ground tank to have that capacity. Underground tanks, according to Bob C., don’t require the spill prevention plan, in the spirit of cooperation, he said the applicant is doing it to help protect the aquifer. 
James G. had a question about the configuration of the 30,000 gallon tanks and compartmentalization. 
Bob C. said one of the tanks would be compartmentalized because it was going to hold different types of products. It was explained that if there was a breach of an internal wall, the two products would mix, but nothing would be leeched into the environment. 
James G. asked for verification about the pavement. Bob C. said it was an error and the area indicated on the site plan that said pavement should indicate hard pack material. James G. said that from the board’s perspective, less pavement is better. Bob C. said he would correct the site plan to reflect the change from pavement to hard packed material. 
The public hearing closed at 6:20 p.m.
James G. made a motion to accept the application as complete and Wayne F. seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 
Ed B. distributed the ballots to the three ZBA members for application 01-17 for Osterman Propane LLC. Map 414 lot 146.1
Ed B. explained to the public that the ZBA members have to look at five different criterion or requirements and in order for the exemption to pass it has to have affirmative votes on all five from all three members. 
After looking at the ballots, Ed B. said all five questions were answered affirmatively and there for the special exemption was granted. Dick G. said there will need to be one condition added to the approval and that is the site plan must reflect the deletion of asphalt. Ed B. said he would have that reflected in the approval letter. 
Bill Murray, a representative of Osterman Propane said asphalt and concrete were originally planned for the surfaces around the tanks, but it was changed and that wasn’t reflected on the plan itself. 
James G. thanked the applicants for their investment in Haverhill. 
Under new business, Sandi Howe, a resident of North Haverhill, attended the ZBA meeting to express her interest in joining the board. Ed B. said distributed a letter that Sandi H. was planning to send to the selectboard to express her interest in serving. 
Sandi H. said she is working for the town in the selectboard’s office and is a new resident. She said she appreciates Haverhill and wants to help out in any way she can and wants to help make sure everyone is doing what they are supposed to be doing. James G. said he had just met her earlier in the day and appreciated her assistance reviewing the file. James G. made a motion to recommend Sandi H. for a position on the ZBA. Dick G. seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Ed B. said he would get word to the selectboard of the ZBA’s decision.
Wayne F. said that Sandi H. is fitting in to the administrative team well and is assisting the town manager with work in the office. He described her as an energetic go-getter who is very precise and the town is very thankful to have her as a member of the staff. 
Dick G. said he knows of only one additional potential application pending and that is the owners of the Coach and Paddock storage facilities are planning an expansion, but there hasn’t been any applications filed yet. 
Under comments of the board, James G. said he thought it might be good for the applicants to submit multiple copies of their plans and have them mailed to the board members for their review in advance of the meeting at the members’ convenience. He said it would be better than having to make time to come to the office to review the applications. He said he made good time of his visit to the town office and stopped at the police department and the town clerk. He said as much as he appreciated visiting the town office, he would rather be at his own desk reviewing the material. 
Ed B. said there are requirement spelled out in the application process. He said James G.’s point was well taken and he would see what could be done to get applications into the hands of the board members prior to the meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. on a motion made by James G. seconded by Dick G. the vote was unanimous. 

Respectfully Submitted.

Ed Ballam 
Clerk, Haverhill Zoning Board of Adjustment
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