

Town of Haverhill
Parks & Recreation Commission 
MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, July 8, 2020


DRAFT subject to review by the Commission 
(Videoconferencing by ZOOM; posted to Facebook)
Commission Members Present: 
Jennifer West, Chair 
Sandi Pierce
Mona Sanville
Sherri Sargent 
Steve Robbins, Ex Officio 
Town Employee Present: None
Select Board Representative: None
Members of the Public Present: None
The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER at 6:11 PM by Jennifer West. A quorum was met.  
MINUTES REVIEW 
MOTION #1: Sandi Pierce made the motion and Mona Sanville seconded the motion to accept the minutes from June 3, 2020, as written. 
Voice Vote: Sandi Pierce (Aye), Mona Sanville (Aye), Sherri Sargent (Aye), Jennifer West (Aye).
The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
Potential New Member: Nicole Kidder
Sargent stated that Nicole, who expressed interest in joining the Recreation & Parks Commission, has withdrawn her request to join the Recreation Commission. 
OLD BUSINESS
West introduced Sargent to present the Director’s Report. 
Director’s Report
ZOOM exercise classes. Regular ZOOM classes are continuing to be held daily with the schedule offered on the TOH website calendar. Classes are online Monday through Thursday, but on Fridays exercise classes are held outdoors at Hazen Park have started on Fridays from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM with a 6’ social distance between us. Anyone is welcome to join us. The class has no fee.  
Grounds improvements. Sargent stated that there now is part-time staff working to improve grounds and facilities while we are on hold with programming due to Covid-19. Donnie Bowman, Mona Sanville, Aiden Codling, and additional new per diem staff member have been working on grounds projects. 
Meetings. Sargent continues to attend NHRPA (NH Recreation and Parks Assoc.), Primex, and HASMPC (Haverhill Area Substance Misuse Prevention Coalition) regular meetings remotely. 
Administrative projects. Sargent spent some time in the Town Offices last week working on miscellaneous administrative projects. 
NEW BUSINESS
West announced new information about Rec Commission programs in New Business. 
HARP
Sargent announced that the HARP program as of July will continue to be on hold because of the governor’s guidelines, which are extensive. We’re hoping to look at later in July or August for opening up programs, but there are no plans as yet. 
Sanville stated that the reality of the guidelines makes unrealistic expectations for kids to use face masks and it wouldn’t be about fun. West noted that safety is our first priority, and she is doing her summer programs called Camp-in-a-Box with different projects sent to the students’ homes.   

Town of Haverhill Parks 
Railroad Park. Sargent stated the park is having a facelift. Rich is replacing boards on benches and picnic tables. Certified playground chips have arrived and installed under the swing set and under the train. 
Acoustic Jam Session at Railroad Park. Sargent announced the first outdoor music session had 52 people spread out and most were wearing masks. Our next Acoustic Jam Session is scheduled for Sunday, July 19. The musicians were thrilled to be able to get out and play together.  
Farmers’ Market at River Park. Sargent announced that she, Sanville, and Francine Bowman are working on plans for a Farmers’ Market on the next four Saturdays starting Saturday, July 11, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. There will be a one-way movement of customers, hand sanitizer at the door, and markers on the grass for distancing. For the first day, there is no charge, but subsequently, vendors will be charged $10 for their space. Insurance binders will be required for vendors and applications are available from me, Sanville, or Bowman. 
Concerts at Railroad Park. Sargent noted that Saturday, July 11, will be the first concert with the Parker Hill Road Band. In case of rain, the Band will be moved inside the Clifford Building and distanced seating set up. Masks and hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance. On Saturday, July 18, the Conniption Fits is booked to play. West noted that these concerts will bring a bit of happiness to everyone. 
Hazen Park. Sargent reported that fencing has been installed and that it’s a beautiful park and improvements are continuing to be made.   

New Programs 

Paint and Sip. The program is being put on with Katrine Wildenstein at the Clifford Building at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, July 9, for a fee of $30. 

Community Garden. Sargent noted that it looks fabulous and is worth a look. It has nine beehives managed by Michael Price. Sargent would like to plan an Open House at the garden spot and have Price give a talk. 
Pickle ball. Sanville, pickle ball liaison, noted that pickle ball is ongoing and about 10 people show up. Sargent noted that it’s being held on Mondays at 9:00 AM and Wednesdays at 6:00 PM and it’s a no-contact sport with four people on a team. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pool Cleanup. Sargent stated that the pool is being cleaned. 
Public Notification
Sargent noted that all events are on the Town’s website calendar and on social media. The concerts are advertised in the Bridge Weekly. 
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting is scheduled for August 5, 2020, via ZOOM. 
ADJOURN
Motion #2: Sandi Pierce made a motion and Mona Sanville seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:42 PM. The motion passed unanimously.  
Voice Vote: Sandi Pierce (Aye), Mona Sanville (Aye), Sherri Sargent (Aye), Jennifer West (Aye). The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned. 
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