Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Meeting Approved Notes

Haverhill, Bath, Landaff, Lisbon, Littleton, Bethlehem, and Carroll

Wednesday, May 6, 2015

Members in Attendance: Rick Walling (Bath); Charlie Ryan, Chris Hodge, Connie McDade (Littleton); Marilyn Johnson (Bethlehem) Participation by Speaker Phone: Rosalind Page (Lisbon)

Members Absent: Bill Harris (Haverhill); Errol Peters, Marilyn Booth (Landaff); Steve Jesseman (Lisbon), Jessica Willis (Littleton), Joan Karpf (Carroll)

Guest: Rebecca Brown, Executive Director of Amonoosuc Conservation Trust (ACT)

Chairman Charlie Ryan opened the meeting at the Senior Center in Littleton at 4:45 p.m., welcoming Rebecca Brown, Executive Director of ACT to talk about the tree and shrub plantings along the Ammonoosuc River in Lisbon. Charlie said permit was not needed to do the plantings. The Aquatic Resource Mitigation Grant provided funding for the ACT project. Redstart Forestry of Corinth Vermont was hired to do the plantings. Rebecca said more than 2,000 trees and shrubs are being planted to stop bank erosion and stabilize the riverbank on the two parcels that ACT owns. Lisbon School students planted 1200 stakes of willow, elderberry and dogwood. Floodplain forest trees will be planted such as silver maple and cottonwood. Public trail access is planned to view wildlife habitat along the riparian area, i.e. nesting eagles. Wildlife openings will be created to benefit the woodcock, a game bird in decline. Future upstream projects include: fish habitat improvement and repair of collapsed bank, eroding toward the rail trail. ACT may seek consultation with Dr. John Field about the sizeable gulley that has developed along the course of the river by the hayed field. Intervention may require bioengineering to slow the river and build up the bank. Rebecca talked about the opportunity for mitigation in Bethlehem. The Clean Water Healthy Trout Tributaries Project is in the works. ACT is considering start up of a Stream/Strong program for riparian homeowners to learn best ways to protect the water quality in their river. Connie said Art Greene, one of the Directors of Trout Unlimited (TU) talked with her about TU doing a future riverbank restoration in Lisbon along area of disturbance from a past project; she did not know the location of that project. Chris said he did not think TU would be able to do the restoration on this big a scale any time soon. 

There was not a quorum of LAC members present; items requiring voting were postponed until the next meeting. The treasurer’s report showed balance to be the same as last month. The chairman held a non-business meeting to inform members about the following:

· PARC Opposition Group requested retraction of Lisbon ZBA’s 1st decision

· E-mail from Attorney Marcia Brown of Rath Young and Pignatelli, PC with copies of Appeal to State of NH Water Council for Doug Ingerson’s drag strip project and Objection from David Sundman to motion for rehearing of Doug Ingerson’s project, 

· NHDES Permit was issued for Tender Corporation Project in Littleton

· Application for Ham Branch Designation in RMPP was withdrawn

· NHDES River Coordinator Jacquie Colburn inspected the reported tree cutting violation on the Francis A. Hebb property, Bethlehem.  The activity was not in violation.

· Three LAC Members terms for renewal come up in May-July. Connie notified them.

· Rick reminded members about the Culvert Survey Training Workshop in Bath May 30th. More info to be forthcoming.

Marilyn made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Chris. Meeting adjourned @ 5:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Connie McDade

Next Meeting Takes Place on Wednesday, June 3rd
