Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee(LAC) Meeting Approved Minutes
Haverhill, Bath, Landaff, Lisbon, Littleton, Bethlehem, Carroll

Wednesday, April 1, 2015 

Meeting called to order: 4:36 pm at the Senior Center in Littleton.
Members in Attendance: (Haverhill) Bill Harris; (Landaff) Marilyn Booth , Errol Peters; (Littleton) Chris Hodge, Connie McDade, Jessica Willis; (Bethlehem) Marilyn Johnson; (Carroll) Joan Karpf.
Members Absent: (Lisbon) Steve Jesseman, Rosalind Page; (Bath) Rick Walling, Vice Chairman; (Littleton) Charlie Ryan, Chairman.
Connie McDade stood in as acting Chairman in the absence of both Chair and Vice Chair.
March Minutes: After the Committee reviewed the minutes, Joan motioned to accept the minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Bill.  With no further discussion, the minutes were approved. 
Treasurer's Report : Jessica reported receiving dues from Haverhill. The reported balance is $1203. 35.
2015 Elections: Connie opened the floor for nominations of Officers.
Chairman: After discussion, Chris nominated Charlie Ryan as Chairman.

Errol motioned  that the nominations cease and the Acting Chair cast one vote for Charlie. Motion seconded by Chris. All were in favor and the vote was cast. Charlie was reinstated as Chairman.
Vice Chairman: Bill nominated Chris for the position.  Marilyn nominated Joan for the position. Discussion followed and Joan withdrew her name. Errol motioned that the nominations cease and the Acting Chair cast one vote for Chris.  Motion seconded by Joan. All were in favor of the nomination and the vote was cast. Chris Hodge is the Vice Chairman.
Secretary: Joan suggested that since the position requires several responsibilities, the Committee should consider creating two positions namely the Recording Secretary and the Corresponding Secretary. Discussion followed and our bylaws were reviewed. Errol moved to amend the bylaws by dividing the position of Secretary into a Corresponding Secretary and a Recording Secretary. Motion was seconded by Bill.  Committee members will be notified of the motion to amend the bylaws and the vote to amend will be held at the next meeting. Pending the vote on the bylaw amendment, Bill nominated Connie as Corresponding Secretary and Joan as Recording Secretary. Errol moved that the nominations cease and the Acting Chair cast one vote each for Connie and Joan. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
Treasurer: Joan nominated Jessica as Treasurer. Marilyn seconded the nomination. All were in favor. Jessica was reinstated as Treasurer.
Asphalt Plant Update
The Committee reviewed an e-mail from Jacquie Colburn in response to an e-mail from Jim Pasman, who is a PARC representative, regarding their concerns about the asphalt plant. At this time, no application had been filed with the DES Water or Waste Division regarding the proposed asphalt plant in Lisbon. Ms Colburn's e-mail provided Mr. Pasman clarification on the State's water protection programs. The Asphalt Plant falls within the quarter mile of the Ammonoosuc River and the LAC will have the opportunity to review and comment once the applicant files a permit application. Jacquie offered to meet with PARC and ARLAC once any application is received and reviewed by DES. There will be a second ZBA meeting regarding the asphalt plant on April 2 in Lisbon. Jacquie suggested we not send in any comments on the project until after an application is filed since it won't reach the file to be reviewed until then. We could however, send comments to her, the Commissioner or Tim Drew, who is the Public Information Officer at DES. 

Connie presented topography maps and the contour lines of the property to help identify the location of the proposed plant. It was established that the owner does not have to apply for a Shoreland permit since the proposed plant will not be within 250 feet of the River. However, Connie felt it was clear by the topography map, that the stormwater drainage goes towards the River and that our concerns should be proper engineering of that stormwater. There was a question as to whether or not the plant was a change of use or what would happen if the property was subdivided.  Apparently it is too soon to comment however, the watershed issue would be something that needed to be addressed. Errol verified the location of the gravel pit. He also stated that it would be a mixing plant and that no other Asphalt Plant of this size in the State had a problem with contamination.  Discussion followed regarding aligning ourselves with other groups.  It was decided that we as a Committee could not join other groups or donate money to them.  Joan suggested that we  send some letter to the group recognizing their concerns, educating them on who and what we do regarding DES guidelines and letting them know that we would address concerns when and if an application is filed. Connie would like to request a copy, for our records, of the letter the Lisbon Conservation Commission wrote and presented to the Town of Lisbon regarding the Asphalt Plant.  The Committee will keep communication open with DES and will be updated on the progress of the asphalt plant at our next meeting.
Littleton Application for Federal Assistance
Jacquie informed us that a Shoreline application would be needed before any work can be done.  She also said Tim Drew, the Administrator of the DES Public Information and Permitting Office, is looking for input regarding the upcoming River Plan in Littleton. She anticipates that they will  apply and hopes we will submit our comments.

We will be kept updated on the progress of the plan.
NHDES Shoreland Application/Permit for Ralph Harris Revocable Trust,  Littleton.
There is an application before the Committee for the construction of a garage/residence and gravel yard area at an undeveloped lot with frontage on the Ammonoosuc River. The total area impacted within the 250 feet from the reference line is 49,820 square feet.  The Shoreline frontage is 2004.48 linear feet. There will be a total of 49,820 sq. ft. of impervious area post construction.  Connie went to the site and described it as an industrial site. Baker Brook was located on a map. Discussion followed. Littleton representatives had no objections to the project. The Committee had no objections as long as State and Local regulations were followed.
Update on Tender Corporation Project in Littleton
The DES has received the application however a request for more information was sent to the applicant from Craig Rennie, Land Resource Specialist. The applicant will be required to address 5 items before the DES makes a final determination. Items to be addressed include discrepancy in impervious surface figures, correct HSG assignment and revised drainage analysis, adequate infiltration testing completion and wetland impact review.  Chris expressed concerns regarding a huge swale that leads into a cold water spawning stream with breeding brook trout. He feels the sediment from that swale will have a debilitative affect on the stream.  He also feels that additional projects proposed for the area will compound the negative impact to the streams and River.  The Committee agreed to have Chris submit a letter addressing the concerns the Committee discussed regarding the project which would be forwarded to the DES.  The Committee was not against the project however we have concerns  that we would like the applicant to address. Discussion followed regarding our input on easement reversal. The Committee agreed that we should not get involved in the decision of easement reversals.
Northern Pass Update
Northern Pass had contacted Charlie informing him that mitigation funding would be available for LAC projects. Newspaper articles confirmed that Northern Pass was contacting other groups offering mitigation funding in what appeared to be a method of gathering support for their project.  The Committee agreed that it would be a conflict of interest if we considered any such partnership.
Bethlehem Conservation Commission
The Committee was informed that the Bethlehem CC sent a letter to DES regarding the expansion of the landfill and the Town engineer's analysis of the stormwater runoff. LAC concerns were also included in the letter.
Drag Strip Project in Dalton Update
According to Marilyn, it seems to be a dead issue. It appears that the owner is looking now to put in a development but lacks a road access.  No other information regarding the project is available at this time.
Other
Marilyn updated the Committee on the Stoney project involving the excavation of a road along the Ammonoosuc River. The project has since ceased but there are no efforts on the part of DES to correct the erosion that was caused by the excavation.
Errol made a motion to adjourn at 6:27 pm. Seconded by Chris. Motion Passed.
Minutes were respectfully submitted by

Joan Karpf
