Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee(LAC) Work Session Notes
Haverhill, Bath, Landaff, Lisbon, Littleton, Bethlehem, Carroll
Wednesday, October 7, 2015
No Quorum
Work Session called to order: 4:40 pm at the Senior Center in Littleton.
Members in Attendance: (Haverhill) Bill Harris; (Littleton) Charlie Ryan: Chairman, Connie McDade, Jessica Willis;  (Carroll) Joan Karpf.
Members Absent: (Lisbon) Steve Jesseman, Rosalind Page; (Landaff) Marilyn Booth , Errol Peters; (Bath) Rick Walling,  (Littleton) Chris Hodge: Vice Chairman; (Bethlehem) Marilyn Johnson.
Meeting Minutes:  September minutes were tabled until November meeting since there was no quorum.  Joan requested input on some ideas she had regarding the minutes. Discussion followed as to whether or not Committee member names should be included in discussions or just in the motions.  Also, since there is no law requiring approval of meeting minutes according to RSA 91a, Joan requested a different procedure for meeting minutes. Discussion will continue at the November meeting.
Treasurer's Report:  Jessica reported no changes since our last meeting.  Four Towns had sent in their dues as of this  meeting. Discussion on the Town dues letter followed. Letters are to be hand delivered to the Towns in November in time for their budget discussions.  Connie informed us that the Bank signature card has to be updated to reflect the new Vice Chair.  Charlie suggested the Treasurer's signature also be included on the card.  A By Law change will have to be made at the next meeting.
Correspondence:  A newsletter from Tracie Sales indicated that she was a DES Watershed Planner so is temporarily filling the position of Coordinator. Tracie states she is only working part time so requests that she only be sent the essentials because she can't cover everything.
Charlie informed us that he received an e-mail from Tracie Sales stating that the rules for River Nominations are in the process of being changed.   She is requesting our input on the changes.  Charlie read some of the changes being considered including removal of the point system, and identifying the stream order of each portion of the River being nominated. Charlie will forward the document of changes to the Committee for review and comments.
Old Business:
Connie presented a photo of the work done on the Mill Street parking lot project. The project had been approved by DES.  Discussion followed.
Connie had an update on the Drag Strip.  There is  a critical hearing on October 14th. The efforts to come to a possible out of court settlement have failed.  The ABC group is pursuing an appeal of his alteration of terrain permit.
Charlie confirmed the application for the ski slope in Bethlehem was approved.
Charlie followed up on the possible violation in Lisbon. DES is looking into the project and is in the process of verifying the location.  DES indicates that the permit on file on lot 21 has expired and has not been renewed. Further follow up and update at next meeting.
Connie updated the Committee on the Northern Pass project. The October Public Meetings that were scheduled were cancelled.  Eversource had amended their proposal however an EIS had not been done on the new proposal. Public comment has been extended to December 31st and there maybe new public hearings prior to December 31st.
New Business:  
Connie presented the literature on the NHDES " Soak Up the Rain" Program Grant the she received from Tracie Sales in response to our Mill Street project comments.  It's a grant program that helps finance a stormwater management plan. Connie shared the literature with the Committee. It appeared the program applied more to new development and residential stormwater issues than a revamping of municipal infrastructure.  
Charlie informed  the Committee of a RMAC meeting on October 13th if anyone is interested in attending. RSVP by noon on the 12th.
Charlie spoke about the new footbridge being built over the Ammonoosuc River at the end of Saranac Street . The project received a time extension of a year for completion.  It will be part of a recreation plan that will connect the Dells with the River Walk..
With no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm
Next meeting will be held on November 4 ,2015 unless otherwise notified.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Joan Karpf
